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To theRight Worſkipfu 
Sir THOMAS"FIELD; 


_ High Sheriff. 


And one of His Majeſties 


Deputy Lientenants, 


| A\ ND 
_ Juſtices of the Peace . 
"\, For "ae Coun of ; ; 


AEDT rb.” 


And —Los all the reſt of his Majeſties truly Loyal 


Lieutenarks, and Juſtices of the 
Boks or -the- fad County. -- 


weghts Gentlemen, 


2 *£26# the Confederation of my ons 

m nſuffuciency makes me unwil- 
ling to appear in Print, yet I 
will not refuſe to Obey P:of our 


Communds 1n-the Publiſhing this Diſenrſe. 
Which if it may be of any, tho but the 
leaſt Service to, #he Gonernment, | (the 
Vindication of which is my Principal De 
ſign) T ſball not concern my ſelf for the 
Dblogures of, (uch as will be offended with 
Ws RE dfaetlallyneed not npen tguns 
tenanc'd and protected by you,and,Gentlemen, 
that God mill long preſerve and proſper 
you for the Serotte of your "King and 
Country 1s, and” fball'-be. the Hearty 
Prayer” of- = a 
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Your Obedient gervant, 
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Matth. VII. 12. 


Therefore all things mbatſoever ye mould 
that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye 
even ſo to them: For this1s the Lan 
and the Prophets. 


HE Words are a part of our Savi- 
our's Sermon upon the Mount. 
Their Dependance, or Connexi- 

on, Muſculus refers to the firlt verſe 
of the Chapter, judge not, that ye be not jude- 
ed. But St. Chryſoſtom applies it rather to 
the Promiſe made wer. 9. You ſhall receive 
from God what you ask, upon Condition, that 
yore do unto others, what you would that they 
ſhould do unto you. But the Coherence 1s not 
ſo material to be known, as the Senſe and 

Purport of the Rule 1s neceſlary - to be un- 


deritood, which thercfore I will enquire into, 
and endeayour, 


B Firſt, 


[ 2] 
Firſt, To explain: And, 
Secondly, To apply. 


Now for the due Explication of this Rule, 
ſeyeral things are to be conſidered. And, 


Firſt, We are to take notice, That this is 
no wnverfal Rule for all our Ations, tis 
.not ſo Comprehenſive as to take m the whole 
Religion ; or, as the Schoolmen call it, the 70- 
tum jus naturale, but only the ſecond Table 
of the Decalogue, that which contains our 
Duty towards our Neighbour. This Ap- 
peal to our own Conſcience is indeed a fit- 
ting and a full dirc&tion to, us upan all 
Occaſions, how we ought' ' to deal b 
our Brethren : but it were too great a Pre- 
{umprion, ( although but barely in thought) 
ro-ſet ourſeives in God'splace, or meaſarc.out 
our Obedictice” *ro him, . from what we 
ſhouldexpett from our Creatures, if we were 
able to-Create them. For we mult nat thus 
put our ſclycs upon the level of a Compa- 
rifonwith Alaughty God, or preſurne to fay, 
what we would do, if we wetelike him; nor 
is 1t poſſible, char, if we did, our Judgment 

could 
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could come near the Truth; unleſs our WiE 
dom were alſo equal-unto his; but as High 
as the Heaven is from the Earth, ſo far are 
his Thoughts above our Thoughts. . There 
is an immenſe Gult between» fintterand. :1n> 
finite Wiſdom, and to him that thinks God 


alcogether ſuch a one as himſelf, the Pfal- P5551. 


miſt anſwers, but I will reprove thee, and 
ſet before thee - the things which. thou haſt 
done. 

Gods Revealed Will is the Truth which 
we ought to believe, and the Rule by which 
we are to walk, and altho' indeed there 1s 
no one jot or tittle of that contrary to 
right Reaſon, yet ſome evilly luxuriant 
Wits, have framed falſe Deſcants upon it, 
and ſome. ſenſual Minds have argued de- 
ceitfully and: according to: their own Lufſts; 
but of ſuch Deceivers we muſt beware: 
We ought not to mcaſure Gods Mercies by 
the ſtandard of our own kindneſs, without 
a ſtrict regard to his reyealed Will; in fo 
doing, we may be apt to-ſpeak perrer/ly for 
God. And thus Origen, and othershayedone, 
who, out of an exccfs perhaps of good Na- 
ture, thought that God-would' one Day: put 
a period to the Torments of Hell, alctho' the 

'B 2 Scrip- 
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Scripture does expreſly tell us, chey are Eternal. 


But all that can be applied lawfully to God 
Almighty from this Rule, 1s only this; That 
as we delire, and ſtand in need of his Mer- 
cies, fo we ſhould alſo ſhew the like Mercy, 
(as far as.in us lycs) towards our Brethren. 
And thus doing we may juſtly hope in: his Mer- 
cy, andin his reycaled Promiſe, that he allo will 


forgive usours, as we forgive men their Treſpaſſes. 


| Secondly, As this Rule is not univerſal 
in regard of the Law of God, fo neither is it pri- 


- mary: Tis a Copy, butnot an Original; for 


the Law of God, the ſecond Table in the Deca- 
lope; ought to be taken for the Ground of 
this; fone, not this, for the foundation of that; 
this may ſerve well indeed to explain a Di- 
vine Precept, ' or to accommodate it the bet- 
ter to- our 'underſtanding and praftice, by 
bringing. 1t nearcr to our Heart and Aﬀecti- 
ons, but it muſt not Impugn (any) the leaſt 


Commandment; that which was only giyen 


asan<>prcementot the Law; muſt by no 
means obſtruct it; all Sin therefore and 
Wickedneſs, . of what kind ſoever # be, is 
at infinite diltance-fron this - Rule - of God- 
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Procul hinc, procul ite, profani. 


This 1s a Touch-ſtone, or rather a Whet- 
ſtone for Vertue, but it blunts and breaks 
the Edge of Vice. Otherwife, the Unckan 
and the Senſual night take their. Paſtime 
together, be Prophane and Diffolute, and 
corrupt one another by a confederacy of 
Sinning, a like proportion of Vicious incli- 
nation, and. all this while do by each 
other as they moſt Defire to be done by : 
But what communion hath Light with Dark- 
neſs? do therefore unto ofhers, only what 

ou may Lawtully and Honeſtly defire to 
be done unto ; what 1s agreeable to the Law 
of God, and the Principles of right Reaſon; 
and the known Rules of Vertue, whar is 
Pure, and Juſt, and Charitable; this 1s ano- 
ther Qualification of this Rule, without which 
it were not ſo much an Engagement to 
Goodneſs, as a Licenſe to alt 1impuruy, where- 
eyer the Subjects were mutually diſpoſed to 
one, above the orher. But our Saviour's ap- 
plying of this to the Law and the Prophets 
(of which only 'tisa compendious expoſition) 
reſtrains it ſtrictly to Verrue and Piety, ro fach. 
295. 


Eccl, 10, 


[5] 
things as the Law of God does warrant 
and allow, or require us to perform. 


Thirdly, This Rule does not oblige us 
otherwiſe than with a reſpe&t to the diffe- 
rent Stations and Conditions of Lite, in which 
by Providence we are placed. For the So- 
vcraign 1s not to pay Tribute to the Sub- 
ject, becauſe he requires it from him; nor 
the Maſter to wait upon his Servant, be- 
cauſe his Servant tends upon him ; for fo - 
Solomon's Evil would be dayly viſible, Servants 
upon Horſes,and Princes walking as Servants upon 
the Ground. Burherein lies the Obligation, this 
Rule enjoyns the ſame things proportiona- 
bly, as we would have any behave them- 
> "Sy as Servants ought to do, if Seryants, 
ſo muſt we demean our ſelycs as Maſters, 
if we arc Maſters: And as we would have 
any demean themſelves as Maſters, ſo nauſt 
we bchave our ſelves as Servants, if we are 
Servants. Or clſe 1t enjoyns the fame Works 
conditionally, namely, if we were in their 
circumſtances, and they in ours. ThusPrin- 
ces muſt Protect their Subjects, and preſerve 
all cheir juſt Rights and Priviledges, as they 
would delire to be protected. and cmanc1- 

pated 


CC 


EP, 
pated, if -they were Subjects: And Subjects 
muſt honour rhcr Prince, and obey his Laws, 
and be content to ſupport the expence and 
Grandure of the Goverment, as they would 
defire to be honour'd,. obcy'd, and ſuppor- 
ted, if they were Princes. Parents and Children, 
Maſters and Servants, Magiſtrates and Pri- 
vate men, the Governours and the Gover- 
ned, all Relations and Conditions of Men 
muſt behave themſelves im fuch manner one 
towards another, as if the Scene were chan- 
ged, and the Condition of the one Party 
made that of the other alternately. 

Now 1n this conſideration, mare eſpecially, 
lies the peculiar excellence of chis Rule tf loving 
our Brethren be an Effect of the Love of 
God in our Hearts (as St. Fohn tells us, t 4s) 7. 
then how well does this Precept tend to 
build us up in this Love? when even the 
tender Principle of fſclt-love 1s here made 
the ſtock upon which we ought to graft 
Charity ro others. And ſure we could not 
ordinarily nor eaſily trangrefs the Bounds of 
Jattice, and Honeſty, and Charity, af we 
would but thus look into our own Hearts 

and Conſciences, and: enquire, . would we be 
content to be thus dealt with our. ſelves, if 
we 
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[8] 
we were under the like circumſtances ? If nor, 
why are we thus Rigorous to thoſe who 
are our Brethren, to thoſe who are made 
of the ſame Fleſh and Blood, deſcended from 
oneand the ſame common Parent originally 
and (within the Pale of Chriſtianity) united to 
one and the ſame Head, Chriſt Jeſus, My- 
{tically and Spiritually ? 


Fourthly, To this I muſt add farther, That 
this Rule 1s not to be underſtood particu- 
larly with regard to a mans private or fin- 
gle Humour or Temper, but generally with 
reſpe&t to the common deſires of Mankind. | 
Whatever ye would that men ſhould do unto | 
you, do ye the ſame unto them; that 1s, do as | 
moſt Men do naturally and ordinarily deſire 
to be done by: For inſtance; the Poor 
do for -the moit part delire Releif from the 
Rich, and 'cis. natural and reaſonable for them 
ſo to do; therefore no Rich Man can with 
reaſon be excuſed from contributing towards 
the Poor mans necds, alto” perhaps he is of 
ſo ſtately a Temper, that he would ſcorn to 
ask relief from another Man, it he were in 
great neceſſity. But 'tis not in theſe Caſes 
che private Sentiments of a particular ' man, 


Or 


[9] 
or the Vote of a few, that- is to be obfer- 
yed, but the general Inſtint of Nature; 
what is moſt commonly ſeen, or what may 
moſt rationally be ſuppoſed, mightbe deſired 
by other men, if they were in Low Conditi- 
on, and we in High, eyen ſo muſt we deal 
by them. 


Fifchly, There is but one Particular more, 
to which 1t remains that I ſhould ſpeak in the 
Exphcation of this Rule, which will lead me 
to. the Application, of it, -indeed the' thing 
I chiefly, defigned. in this Diſcourſe: The laſt 
£0113: is, that, as this Rule 1s always to 
be underſtood according to the Judgment of 
Chriſtian Diſcretion, ſo that Judgment does 
belong rather to the Superior, than the In- 
ferior; to the Parcnt who 1s of due Age, 
and ripe Reaſon, rather than to the Child 
in his minority ; to the ſupream Goyernment 
of any Nation, rather than to the Common 
People, Here 1s therefore no room. for any 
Private man to cenſure the Laws of the State, 
becauſe he does not. think them ſuited fo 
well-.to his own, Condition, as they might 
have, been. For 1t 1s true indeed, that Go- 
vernours. neither can, nor ought to have an 
-— ola C Eye 


[ wo ] 


Eye to the conveniences of particular men 
(diftin&tly ſpeaking ) or perhaps of a few So- 
cicties ; but. they muſt conſult the Publick 
go0d. And deubtkſs there has neyer been 


any Government upon Earth, where ſome 


men have not thought themſelves aggrieved, 
or perhaps have not really been fo by ſome 
Laws. But what then? muſt they preſently 
refle&t upon their Law-makers for dealing 
uncharitably by them, and: rranſereſſing this 
Rule of ny Text? Surely no; for then fare- 
wel all Government, ſince there can be 
none free from the Exceptions of ſome: But 
ſuch as theſe ought to conſider rather the 
many Priviledges they enjoy from Govern- 
ment 1n General, and that ſhould make them 
willing to ſubmit to ſome Inconveniences, 


for the ſake of greater Advantages ; and 


fuch as will not quietly obey the Laws, 
where they conduce to the good of the Na- 
tion, have as little reaſon to -reap any Be- 
nefit from them, where they tend to their 
own Particular good. If a Fa@ious and 
Schiſmatrical Malecontent, (for uſually they go 
together)! ſhall -repine, that the Crown ot 
Chareh Lands are taken- from hm by the 
Law, and full be reſiles, and cycr watching 
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neceſlary Exccution of a few 


" [ x1 |] 


an opportumty .:to unhinge all again : has 
he not much more reaſon to thank the 


Mercy of -one of the moſt Gracious Princes 
that ever lied, that he ftill enjoys his Life, 
and Liberty, and all his Lawful Acquiſitions, 
(and mught I not fay too, many of his un- 
lawful ones alſo,) and onght not his 'Grati- 
tude for theſe make him hve Peaceably un- 
der that Government chat defends him, how 
liccle facvar he deſeryes it; he may- do well 
to conſider, that Lawful powers have been 
more Merciful to him, than ever his Un- 
lawful ones were to him; they have not 
done by him, as they were done by cthem- 
elves ; Plunder'd, Sequeftred, Imprifon'd, 
Slaughter'd, and torn him up Root and 
Branch ; but 1 may truly fay, they have, 
exceeding this 'Rule of the Text, rey 


have not done by him as he well defery 


or as He Rationally ng 


ught have expected 
to have been dealt with, or ' as Chriſti- 


 anity in ſuch Publick Caſes would have 


juſtified and allowed : "Tis well, if he im- 
prove this Mercy, but we haye feen but bad 
s of it of late. And yet, alas, his cry 
Perſecution 4s now 'as Loud, pot 


ws, as 
well 
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well to ſecure the Government FM Church 
from his farther Encrochments, as 1f the Dra- 
gon in the Revelations were devouring the 
oung Child again ; when God knows how 
lice only there was wanting, but that he 
had-once more laid his Prophane and Sacri- 
legious Hands: upon the Crown, and the 
Church, and all that were Loyal, and Or- 
thodox, and Friends to either. 
Wherefore 1 will proceed in the next 
place to apply this Rule, with an Eye to the 
wholeſome Execution of Laws, and in aſſerting 
the Civil Magiſtrates Power even in Religious 
Matters, which yet fo many are unwilling to 
hear of, and think they are hardly dealt with, 
in not being left to themſelves, in all things 
xclating to Religion at leaſt, whatever Laws 
are made about other things. - But I hope 1 
ſhall be able to: Juſtihe our Governours as to 
that point alſo, and ſhew that nothing is done 
by them but what may both Religioufly and 
Lawtully be put 1n practice, | any thing in 
this Rule: of the Text notwithſtanding. 
The Excelent Lord Verulam obſerved long 
ago .n his Eſſays, *Thatas a Wound or the 
* Salution. of ; Continuity, (as he calls it) is 
*maore, dangerous: to; the Natural Body than 
"6 
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* a corrupt Humour, ſo are Schiſms and Fa- 
<Ctions to the Body Politick. 

Other Vices may indeed call down a Judg- 
ment from above upon any Government, that 
ſhall indulge and tolerate them, but thefe 
do nothing elſe here below but contrive 
continually how to 'Subyert and Under- 
mine all Goyernment; and yet the Myſter 
1s, that they; who are this way moſt concern'd, 
are for the King all this while, or would 
be thought to be ſo; even juſt as ſome Pra- 
tical Arheifſts do upon occaſion ſometimes 
own Religion with their Mouths, and yer 
deny it daily in all their Actions, ſo theſe 
men are for the King too in- their preten- 
ſions, and yet Oppoſe him in all his Mea- 
ſures, in all his Friends, and in all his In- 
ceretts. 5-7: | 

And now, does this look ſo much like Re- 
ligion, as perfect Combination againſt the 
Goyernment, which indeed they have awa- 
kened to defend it felt againſt - therr- reſtleſ- 
neſs, by the ſcaſonable*Execution of Laws, 
which 1s nothing but what 1s Juſt, - and: Rea- 
fonable, no ways tranſgrefling this Rule of 
my Text, but rather Prudently- exerting 'it ; 
no ways bordering -upow Perſecution! or Ir- 

| religion, 
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[ 14 ] 
religion, but tending to confirm and 
ſtrengthen the true Church of God. For that 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks ought to be re- 
ſtrained by the Temporal Powers, 1s nothing 
but what 1s 


Firſt, Founded in Reaſon. | 
Secondly, May be proved from Serip- | 
_ 
Thirdly, Agrees with Praftice of Anti- 
quity. 


Firſt, It is founded in Reaſon, That the 
Supream Temporal Power ſhould have a 
right to ſuppreſs all the Errours in Rehgi- | 
on, for elſe they would be defective in a | 
neccſlary part of their Life and Conſtitution, 
it were otherwiſe - impoſſible to. hold the 
Rein ſteddy, or keep the People indue Sub- 
jection * For whatever other bonds of Go- 
vernment there may be, there is none fo 
good as Religion, and if you cannot pre- 
vail with men to be ſubje# for Conſcience 
ſake as well as for Fear, 1.e, for fear of Men; 

It will be hard to lay the Foundations of 

a laſting Peace in any Place, where .thers | 

Are &ither Bold, or Ambitious, or gy 
en 
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[ 15 ] 
Men to be fourfft: And ſo by conſequence 
there would be no Goyernment upon Earth, 
but what would be as changeable as the 


Winds and Spas, with which the Pſatmiſ/t 


ſometimes conjoyns the Madneſs of the Peo- ®*55-7- 


ple. 
Again, as Religion. is the beſt Bond of 
Government, fo the Pretence of it 1s alfo 
the moſt Faral and Ruinous to every Com- 
munity or Society, no Commotions in the 
Common Wealth are fo Sharp, ſo Dange- 
rous, and ſo Inteſtine, as thoſe that are ſet 
a Foot under the Colour of Religion; al- 
moſt all Ages and Places would afford us 
Examples of this Nature, but 1 need not go 
beyond the bonnds of our own Time and 
Country for them ; we. our ſelves have ſeen 
one of the moſt Unnatural and Bloody 
Wars, that eyer was in the World, begun; 
carrried on, (and by Gods Permiſſion, as a 
Puniſhment for our Sins) Crowned with Suc- 
ceſs ; and all under the Banner of Hypocti- 
ſie, enticled Religion, or the Devil transformed 
into an Angel of Light. And 1s it not then 
needfal that the Magiſtrate ſhould haye' a 
gin to ſuppreſs the Pertucious DoCtrines of 
eiſts, or Hypocrites; and Enthulſtafts pre- 
tending 
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tending to Religion to the diturbance of Hu- 


mane Society, and to withold,br reclaim ſuch as 

they would otherwiſe continually ſeduce ? 
Bur ſhould not Religion be our Voluntary 

Service ? does not God require the Heart, and 


where that is wanting 1$1t- any better than 


Hypocrilie 


This may be granted, and more alſo, and 


yet the Truth of what I have aſſerted will 
ſtand firm. *Tis true indecd, that Religion 
is of no Value unlcfs it be ſincere, yea 1t 1s 


farcher truc, that Religion (properly ſpeaking) 


cannot be forced, that 1s, to fay, as to its 
inward Act, and it were vain and foolliſh 
for any one to attempt to go about it by Pure 


and meer Compuliion ; but yet will it not 


follow, that all Compulſion in order to Reli- 
g10n, 1s either Unprofitable, or Unlawful : for 
Opportunity, and the uſe of Means, do ma- 
ny times prevail at length, to perform what 
they could not bring about at firſt. And 
tis both Prudent and Reaſonable, that Men 


ſhould be brought to uſe ſuch Means as may 
inform them, and bring them out of Error. 


And I am- confident, that there are many 
Thouſands in this Realm, that owe their Se- 


paration from the Church of England to no- 


thing 


by 
. 
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thing elſe, 'but the Negle&t of Hearing 
what they might hear, and learning what 
they might be taughe, which Leſſons, if recei- 
ved with a Meck and Humble Heart, might 
be an effeftual means to bring them into the 
Boſom of the Church again. 

But oh, will you force the Conſcience ? 1s 
not every man obliged to. follow that, and 
docs not he fin, that tranſgreſfeth its Dictates 
at any time ? | 

Granting this to be alſo true, that every 
man ſins, who does not follow his Conſc:- 
ence. I moreover aſſert, that every man f1ns 
who followsit in Oppoſition to the Law of 
God, or to the Law of Man, when it com- 


 mandsnothing, that 1s Oppoſite to the Law of 


God. And therefore, they who tranſgreſs 
the Publick Injunctions of the Magiſtrate, 
upon ſuſpicion only of Evil, are taken intheir 
own Fear, and certainly do Evil in endea- 
youring to avoid it ; 1f 1t be ſo, that 'tisreally a 
Scruple of Conſcience, and not a ſtubborne 
nels in their Will, that is the ground of their 
Diſobedience ? And therefore, if the Mag 
ſtrate compel an Erroneous Conſcience 1n 
this Caſe, ſo far as to make it Enquire and 
Learn better, what it ought to Believe and 


D Practiſe 
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Practiſe, 'tis no lefs than a great Piece of 
Charity in him; for he only forces the Man 
out of a perplexity, which if he eſcape by 
this means, he is free from the Snare of Sin ; 


but 1f he eſcape not, he is in no worſe Con- 
dition than he was before. 


Secondly, As Reaſon requires this, ſo the 
Scripture, both by - pk 29 and Precepts, 
ſets forth the fitneſs of ſome reſtraints in theſe 
Caſes. Nebuchadnezzer, when he was conver- 
ted by the Miraculous eſcape of the Three 
Children out of the Fiery Furnace, made a Law, 
that everyPeople, Nation, and Language,that ſhould 
ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt the God of Shadrack, 
Mc(heck, and Abednego, ſhould be cut in pie- 
ces, and their houſes made a dunghil, This was 
a high Puniſhment, but ſo was the Offence, ye 
will fay, even Blaſphemy againſt God. I 
ſhall mention ſome of a leſſer Degree. We 
read of Artaxerxes, and the Text ell us, that 
God put it into his Heart to make an E- 
dict, that whoſoever would not do the Law of 
his God, or the Law of the King, ſhould have 
Judgment Executed ſpeedily upon him, whether 
it were by Death, or by Banijhment, or by Con- 
fiſcation of Goods or by Impriſoument. And yet 
k T IC 
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it was only concerning the Religious Wor- 
ſhip of God, and the Beautifying of the Tem- 
ple, that this Edict was put forth. Hezechi- 2, *in- 


- ka 18, 44 
ah reformed Religion, removed the high Pla- 


ces, broak, the Images, and cut down the Groves. 

And we read more particularly of Joſiah; that 

he took away all the abominations, out of all 

the Countryes that appertained to the Children of ,. c1con. 
Iſrael, and made all that were found in Iſrael 333: 
to ſerve the Lord their God. Joſiah did this 
agreeably to the Moral Law, which binds 
Magiſtrates ſtill under the Goſpel by vertue 

of that Precept, of loving the Lord with all their Mat. 22. 
hearts. But if any ſhall till object, it is not 
now the temper of the Goſpel to compel Re- 
ligion, let me cell ſuch, that 'tis alſo agreeable 

to the new Teſtament to compel men: to 
come to Church, and to hear Gods word, and 
receive the Sacraments, which are the External 

acts of Religion,and all indeed that can becom- 
pclled. Now Sr. Azguftine proves this from the 
Parable recorded by St. Luke, of a King who made _ 
agreat Supper, and when they made excuſe, he ſaid © © 
to his Servants, go to the high ways and hedges,and 


compel them to come in,that my houſe may be filled. 


Where it 15 remarkable what St. Matthew ob-- : 


ſerves from the fame Parable, .chac notwith- . 
D232 {tanding 
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_ #«.22- ſtanding many of theſe came at firſt involun- 
 trarily (as it ſhould feem,) yer it proved ſuccel- 
ful afrerwards to the greateſt part, for we read 


but of one, that was caſt out for want of a 


Wedding Garment. Some we muſt ſave, St. Jude 
vr. 23 tells us, by fear, even pulling them out of the 
fire ; and St, Paul, when the Corinthians grew 
- ©:4- too exorbitantly licentious, threatens to come 


Eph-3+9* gg them with a rod. In like. manner alſo, St. Fohn 
threatens Diotrephes. Chriſt in the beginning 


of his Religion was 1n ſtead of a Temporal 
Magiſtrate, and whomſocyer the Apoſtles did 
worthily caſt out, over them he gave Satan 
:. Cer 5. pOWer, for the deſtruftion of the fleſh, that their 
” ſpirit might be ſaved in his day. ,The power 
* whuch To did then extraordinarily execute, 
* was 1n the Princes of the Earth by right of 


*cheiwr Dominion and Sovercignty, but they 


* wanted his Grace, and would not make uſe 


© of it, and therefore all this while Chriſt by 


* Miracle ſupported his Church, and made it 
y gow up 1n ſpite of Perſecution, and when he 
* had done this long enough, to proye that his 


c ; 
Athanaſius Serm. de B. Virg. Religion Came from God, then he 


aepbdyor3y 3 xeughs # bef- called the Princes into the houſe 
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mig dubots yercrayay Cactahtu- of * Fac 0b; And the POWETr of the 


» 
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rp mrepbtarirs i Magiſtrate is (now that Miracles 
are 
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are ceaſed) become a part of that Rod, which 
St. Paul mentions, and both may and ought 
by Temporal Puniſhments to ſtrengthen the 
Spiritual Authority of the Church ; and for 
this alſo we have 

Thirdly, The yerdic&t of Anti- 


quity, for thus Socrates Scholaſti- 
cus Expreſices the Queſtion, * when 
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once the-Emperors became Chri- 

ſans, the Church was ſubject to them. Hence 
thoſe expreſſions of Antiquity, calling Kings 
God's Vice-gerents, the Governours of true Religi- 
On , ivorbtia; , mrws derys, the Captains and Condu- 
Abors of Faith and Godlineſs. And good and re- 
ligious Magiſtrates have ſtill, as they have feen 
prudent occaſion, taken upon them by Muldts, 


ments to reclaim the perverſe, and re- 
fradtory. Thus * St, Auguſtine de- 

| clares himſelf, that Kings are to com- 
mand good vhings, and forbid evil, 
not only in Relation to civil Society, 
but in order to Religion. And again, 
writing to Emeritus theDonartiit,he 


ſayes (a) whentheCivil power puniſh- 
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from an Apoſtolical Rule. Thus St. Fe- 


F rome 


eth Schiſmaticks, it hath a warrant 


or Impriſonments, or the like moderate pxniſh- 


* Centra Creſcon. | 3. 51. 

in hoc Reges,. ficut eis precipi- 
tur, Deo ſerviunt, i in ſuo Reg- 
no bona jubeant, mala probibe- 
ant, non ſolum que pertinent 
ad humanam ſocietatem, wee 
rum etiam ad divinam Religi- 
onems ; 


(a) Ep. 164. nam et fter- 
renz poteftates cum Schiſ- 
maticos perſequuntur ea re- 
gula ſe defendunt, quia\dicit 
Apoftolus, qui poteftati re< 
filtit, Dei- ordinationi re- 
fiftit, non enim fruftra gla» 
dium poftat, , 
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rome, ſpeaking of the Kingly and Prieſtly pow- 
) Hieron.inEpitaph-nepot. CT {ay's Of the former, (b) the King 
Ep. 3. ille nolentibus prz® GGowerns, whether men will or no,he ſub- 
eft, hic volentibus, ille ter- . | Hg F gh 
rore ſubjicit, hic ſervituti dues them byTerrour. And thus Hiſto- 
Ke: ry tells us of many good Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates, that have exerciſed this power 
for the good of Religion. Euſebius ſays, that 
-— Conſtantine for this reaſon uſed to 
1 e V1 njtant. 6 . . 
lib 4. cap. 24- vos ny Ec. Call himſclf, (c) A Biſhop without 


cleftam , ego extra Ecclefi 


am, Epiſconn 5 Doo confi. the Church + and Sozomon reports of 


eutus ſum. the ſame Conſtantine, that he cut 


_ off unprofitable Queſtions to pre- 
vent Schiſms, in the Church. And Valentinian 
fet a Fine upon the head of Chronopizs, and 
inflicted diverſe Pumiſhments upon Urſicinus, 
Rufus, and others, for making Schiſms to the 
diſturbance of the Publick Peace. Nazianzern 
had once obtained ſome kind of Toleration 
for the Sect of the Apollinariſts, but when he 
faw how they abuſed it, he write afterwards 
ſharply to the Preſident, #uaezc i qrnomplat xe Shown, 
fs myigus imeniae, YOUr Indulgence was un- 
ſcaſonable, ſuch men as theſe ought not to 
be treated any longer with. Gentleneſs, [] 
will fam up this, with that of Mr. Calvin, not 
that I think his Authority ſo great, as the fore- 
cited, but becauſe, perhaps his Opinion may 

prevail 


——_—— — 
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prevail with ſome, where the reſt 
would not have been received * 
I do not diſapprove (ſaith he) that 
St. Auguſtine makes uſe of this place 
againſt the Donatiſts, that he might 
prove that Stubborn and Rebellious 
men may Lawfully be Compell'd, for 
although Faith is Voluntary, yet by 
this means their obſlinacy is well 0- 


to tt. 


the Magiſtrate does not then mo 


* Calvin. Harm, Evang. in 
Luc. 14. 23, Interea non im- 
probo, quod Auguftinus hoc 
teltimonio, ſxpius contra 
Doratiftas uſus eft, ut pro- 
baret, piorum Principum EC- 
dictis licite cogi prezfrattos 
et rebelles, quia et volun- 
taria eſt fades, videmus ta- 
men ijs medijs utiliter doma- 
ri eorum pervicaciam, qui 
non nift coatti parent, 


vercome, who will do nothing, unleſs they are forced 


Now let the Presbyterian judge, whether it 
be not fitting, that if men will not be reclaim- 
> ed one way, they ſhould be reſtrained ano- 
ther, when moreover the Supream Authority, 
and the Law of the Nation requires it. In- 
deed let every Wiſe Man Judge, whether 

| 


judiciouſ- 


ly a&t up to the foremention'd Rule of the 


Text, in doing as he in Prudence might de- 
fire to be done by, when he applics the 
moſt Proper Remedy to the Diſtemper ; for 
many will hearken to the Rod, that would 
not have liſtned to the Inſtruction, although 
ſeven wiſe men ſhould have render'd a ty 4 
Eſpecially ſuch as a&t out of Intereſt - more 
than Conſcience, and there has: been, wo all 

now 
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know, (I wiſh I could fay, that there were not 
Rill,) a Party in the Land, that carry on their 
Deſigns by Masks of Piety, and Shews of Re- 
ligion, 4 as of os without the power, 
Grace without Morality, or at-beſt, a zeal with- 
out knowledge. Let not us imitate them in theſe, 
but if we are Wiſe, let us learn Diligence from 
them in our Honeſt Undertakings. Alas! muſt 
I fy it, we want Activity, we want Zeal, we 
truſt a Cauſe, and we trult a Religion, that 
God will defend his Church, and preſerve our 
King, and truly ſo he has hitherto done by 
Miracle; but we muſt take heed, how we 
tempt Providence by the neglect of ordi- 
nary Means, leſt 1f Induſtry forfake us, ſuc- 
ceſs do alſo fail; for uſually thoſe two go 
together. And 'tis pity, 1t ſhould always be 
ſcen, that the Children, of this World are IWiſer 
in their Generation than the Children of Light. 


L ſpeak not this with the laſt thought of a * 


reflection upon the Honourabk Judges, or 
other Subordinate Miniſters of Juſtice here 
preſent, whoſe endeavours have been con- 
{tant and uninterrupted in the Service of 
their King and Country, bur I ſpeak to excite 
ethers to become Imitators of their Steddi- 
*mcls; and in their feycral capacities to be 
| Active 
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BE | 
Active and” Faithful, "true to the King; tr\e 
to the Laws, | true to their Oaths, and true 
to their own Conſciences, and if all men in 
any Publick Employ would be bur thus far 
careful, it would, by the Grace of God, put 
anend at length to ſuch Bourefezs in Church 
and State, as tr Religion into Rebellion, and 
Faith into Faftion, which have now for aboye 
theſe Hundred Years (ſome, or. more of them ) 
mfcſed this Realm; that, what neicher the 
length of time, or the indulgence of our Kings, 
or the induſtry of the Regular Paſtors has 
been able to bring to paſs; the wholſom 
Exccution of Laws nught perfect and con- 
ſuramate. Tis not the Puniſhment that makes 
the Martyr, but the Cauſe, was long ago xru- 
ly faid, and no man' 1s now required: by 
the Law to. deny God, to {Burn ht Bible, 
or to do Sacrifice to Idols, ' as in_the-Prami- 
tive Perſecutions. And che Government may 
truly, waſh it's Hands, and fay. with St. Peter, 
who is he, that will harm you, if you be follows 
ers of that which is god? Bur it any 'man 
will ſuffer as an evil doer, or as a buy body 
' in other mens matters, who will have Reaſon 
to pity him? Much Heb, fince che” Lats: Hot- 
Fanatical Lis | has Greedy: opensd 

_ every 


= 


—_— 
every” Eye that was-not before; wilfully, co- 
ſcd; ſo as to make it fee the danger of -to- 
lerating any ſuch Religion in the State, whole 
very Principles do abet and encourage Re- 
bellion ;/as I am fure the greateſt: Part of 
our Proteſtant Recuſants (if not all of them) 
do ; as much as thoſe of the Jeſuited Ro- 
maniſts. . But can that be True Religion, that 
teaches Reſiſtance to Lawful Powers, no, it 
15- a3 impoſſible, as ir would have been for 
Chrit, who was all Sufferingo have held Com- 
munion with Belial, who 1s ſo called, be- 
cauſe he would be without Yoak. 
. « Canfider then, Gentlemen, this Rule. in the 
Text, and: apply it to all it's duc applicati- 
ons ;' 'tis'a large and an extenſive Rule, it 
takes 1n all Orders: and Degrees. of Men, 
ns It concerns not only time preſent, but it 
as: an Eye to Generations yet to come. 
Contider, and let irmake you, firſt to . do 
by- the King, as, 'Reaſon wall tell you, every 
good Subject ought to do, aflift ro the ut- 
termoſt inthe Execution: of: his. Laws, and 
-in.the Defcnce of-.his Majeſtics Perſon, and 
all his Juſt Prerogatives,., againſt the Turbu- 
nt and Seditious- Let it make you do by your 
Countryz. what-1s | the - Paxt , of 'truc Patriots, 


and 
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:and-. ADt - of. Popular Pretending,, ONCs.; {tndy 
0! quiet and- appeaſe..the. leaſt Fermentations 


in the minds. -of the-. Heady - People, and 


qua the firſt rendencies to Faction, but not 


and at the Helm and. Steer, :or give Aim 


_ as1t wereto them,who of themſelves arealrea- 
dy too much given to Change. Let it make , * 


you do by your ſelves according to the 
Prime Law of Nature, endeayour by -your® 
Vigilance and Prudence to preſerve thoſe 


Lives, which his Majeſty in his Declarationg | \, - ? 


tells you, were not long ſince dcligned for 
a Maſſacre. Ler it make you do by Poſteri- 


ty, what they may alfo juſtly” chin-rrans- 


mut to them the Rights and Libertys oſ Eng- 
liſh Free-born Subjects, which Rebellion has 
evcr invaded, when 1t moſt pretended toaf- 
ſert:, And the ſoberly Reformed Proteſtant 
Religion, which the Schifm has ever diſho- 
nour'd, when it moſt pretended to Profeſs. 


But this indeed 1s Gods Work, yours on- 
ly the endeayour. Let us therefore Pray 
unto him, that he will preſerve our Church, 
and King, that the Gates of Hell may never 
prevail againſt the one: And that neither the 


Counſcls of any State Achitophel, or the = oY 


- 
. 
4 » 
# 
% 
- 
« . - d 
Y 
tt 4a. Aus a —_'Y 


28 | 


bellion- of an Abſalom, or the Maledi&tions" 6f 
a Shimet, way ever” proſper againſt the other.. 
Which God of his Infinite Mevcy grant, through 
the Merits of his Son Feſus Chriſt, to whom with 
\ the Father anil, Holy Spirit be aferibed' all Hojiour 
aud "Oey Tow anil # ever, \- oL,oG 
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